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In the last six months the Crown Prosecution Service in Dorset has successfully prosecuted 46 racially and religiously aggravated hate crime cases. 83% were as a result of guilty pleas avoiding the need for the victim to attend court and give evidence. The majority of unsuccessful cases we see are as a result of victims or witnesses withdrawing their support for the prosecution. 

We are keen to do all we can to support victims and witnesses, and are keen to understand the barriers faced by individuals regarding reporting incidents and seeing prosecutions through to their conclusion.

So what is a racist or religiously aggravated crime?

The Stephen Lawrence Inquiry Report was published in February 1999, and defined a racist incident as:

˜... any incident which is perceived to be racist by the victim or any other person."
We accept this definition.
We define a religious incident as:

"Any incident which is believed to be motivated because of a person's religion or perceived religion, by the victim or any other person".
Both definitions help us to identify all racist or religious incidents on our case files to make sure we take the racist or religious element into account when we make decisions about prosecuting.

To find out more about this visit our national website.
A recent successful prosecution: the victim, a taxi driver picked up the defendant in the early hours of a Sunday morning in Bournemouth. A dispute arose between the victim and defendant over the cost of the fare and it was established that the defendant had little money. The taxi driver pulled the taxi over and the defendant became racially abusive. She refused to leave the taxi and so the driver alerted his taxi office, who called the police.

Another taxi arrived, and the taxi driver was also racially abused by the defendant.

Police arrived shortly afterwards and the defendant left the taxi. In speaking to her she was swearing and aggressive, she was asked to calm down by the officers but she continued. She continued to be racially abusive to one of the taxi drivers.
While on route to custody in the police vehicle she continued being racially abusive. 
The defendant said she was out in town drinking from 21:30 hours on her own, she is on a methadone program and has not drank for over three years. She said she got very drunk and in the early hours of the morning she wanted to get a taxi. 

She fully admits to all the racially comments that she said but stats she is not a racist but can understand why they felt she is and that she can not say things like that.
The case was heard at Bournemouth Magistrates’ Court and the defendant pleaded guilty. She was sentenced to a community order for 12 months and to pay £50 compensation to the victim. 

This is a sentence which does not put the offender in prison but is given when a Court considers the seriousness of the offence, and the harm caused or risked by the offence, means that a fine or discharge is not appropriate. Community Orders have one or more ‘requirements’ that combine punishment, rehabilitation (making the offender face up to, and deal with, problems that may be causing them to commit crime), help and control.  
To find out more about Dorset Crown Prosecution Service, visit our website.
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