
Analysis of the Latest data on Migration Trends – May 2009 Update 
Brief Summary

1. A8 Migration 

1.1
Migration from the Eastern European A8 states to the South West declined sharply during the second half of 2008.  According to Workers Registration Scheme (WRS) figures incoming migration from July – September 2008 was almost 50% lower than during the same period in 2007, while incoming migration in October – December 2008 was 35% lower than the final quarter of the previous year. 

1.2
According to WRS figures, inflows of A8 migrants have fallen from 2007 to 2008 in all county and unitary authority areas in the South West, although there is some variation in the level of this decline.

2.
Non EEA and A2 Migration
2.1
Work permit approvals in the South West for non-EEA migrants  (plus Bulgarians and Romanians) increased from 4825 in 2007 to 5360 in 2008.  This could reflect urgency on the part of employers to avoid recourse to the Points Based System which replaced the work permit system for non-EEA nationals at the end of the year. 

2.2
There were significant increases in work permit approvals in 2008 in health and medical services (particularly among Senior Carers), food processing and entertainment and leisure services.
3.
Seasonal Agricultural Workers Scheme (SAWS) for A2 Migrants

3.1
There were 1175 SAWS registrations to Bulgarian and Romanian nationals over 2007 and 2008.  SAWS registrations declined by about 2.5% from 2007 to 2008. 

4.
Points Based System (PBS)
4.1
273 employers had registered as sponsors of non EEA migrants under the PBS in the South West. 

4.2
The highest concentrations of PBS sponsors are in Bristol, Gloucestershire and Swindon. 

4.3
Just over 50% of PBS sponsors are located in hospitality and catering, care, health and education.  
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