Population Estimates by Ethnic Group

Experimental estimates from the Office for National Statistics

Analysis for Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole (BDP)

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) have recently published population estimates by ethnic group for all local authority areas in England. These are experimental statistics and should be treated with caution. The 2001 Census has been used as the basis and information on           international migration and fertility and mortality rates by ethnic group have been used in the     calculations (details of the methodology are available on request). 

Despite the required caution, these estimates offer the first opportunity to assess changes that might have taken place since the 2001 Census, which is the only other source of data on ethnicity currently available. The latest estimates available are for 2006, figures have also been produced for 2001 to 2005. Each of these sets of estimates are linked to the mid-year population estimates produced each year by the ONS. 

The 2001 Census showed that 4.4% of Bournemouth Dorset and Poole’s (BDP) population was of black or ethnic minority (BME), this includes all ethnic groups except white British. This figure was significantly lower than the average across England at the time (13%). 

The most recent estimates (2006) show that there has been a significant increase in the BME population over the last 5 years. BDP’s BME population is now estimated to make up 7.1% of the population. This is a 62% increase in numbers since 2001. Across England the BME population also increased but by just 23%. The England BME population is now estimated to be 15.8% of the total population. The chart shows the percentage increase in numbers between 2001 and 2006.
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In Christchurch, North Dorset and West Dorset districts the number of people from BME groups has doubled in the last 5 years, according to these estimates. Bournemouth Borough had the smallest increase in BDP, but at 38.2% followed by Poole (58.9%) these figures are still much higher than the national average.

Within the County Bournemouth Borough is estimated to have the largest BME population at 10.5%. Since 2001 the BME population in Bournemouth has increased from 12,300 to 17,000.  

East Dorset district has the smallest BME population, making up 5.1% of the total population in the area. This part of the County also had the lowest BME population recorded by the 2001 Census. The following chart shows the BME population by district / borough from 2001 to 2006, based on the experimental estimates.
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Breakdown of BME Population

Within Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole the largest ethnic minority group is white other. The 2001 Census data shows that this group made up around 42% of the BME population, followed by mixed ethnic groups who made up almost 16% of the BME population. This pattern was quite different to the national average. Across England the 2001 Census showed that the largest ethnic minority group was Asian and Asian British, who made up over 35% of the BME population, the table provides details.
	 2001 Census
	% of BME population

	 
	BDP
	England

	white Irish
	15.4%
	9.8%

	white other
	42.4%
	20.5%

	Mixed
	15.8%
	10.1%

	Asian or Asian British
	9.3%
	35.2%

	Black or Black British
	5.0%
	17.7%

	Chinese or other
	12.1%
	6.8%


Since 2001 the BME population in Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole has changed. The 2006 estimates show that ‘white Other’ is still the largest minority group in the County but they make up 35% of the BME population, compared with 42% in 2001. The second largest minority group is now Asian & Asian British which make up almost 16% of the BME population. The most significant increase has been in the proportion of Black or Black British which has more than doubled from 5% to 10.2% of the BME population. The pie charts below show the detailed breakdown of the BME population of Dorset in 2001 and 2006. 
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The Office for National Statistics are hoping to publish population estimates by ethnic group on an annual basis. However, it is likely that they will continue to be experimental statistics until at least the 2011 Census. It will not be until the next census is taken that the ONS will have to opportunity to assess the quality of these estimates and their methodology. In the mean time they offer a guide to possible changes in the ethnic make up of our population. 
Helen Owens, Principal Researcher, Dorset County Council. January 2008.
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