
Yesterday, young football teams were incredibly fortunate to take part in Poole’s ‘Kick it Out’ event. The event saw over 120 young people participate in the day and lots of partner agencies come together. With thanks to funding from Barclays and Dorset Crimebeat, Poole was able to host it’s first ‘Kick it Out’ event.

 

The day was held at EA: Ashdown with twelve teams battling it out in the two categories to win the prestigious ‘Kick it Out’ trophy.

Teams also participated in a wide variety of activities associated with racism and prejudice behaviour including; interactive team challenges, a Futsal workshop and educational/equality activities from various partners. TEAM (Together Everyone Achieves More) young people headed up some of the activities to educate children and young people on Black History month and the values ‘Kick it Out’  hopes to achieve. 

Angela Reece, a Project Manager from Bournemouth YMCA said "Despite funding cuts, it's great to see Kick It Out continuing to reach young people.  Racism has no place in football and that message has been broadcast loud and clear here today by everybody involved."

The young people were lucky enough to have a guest speaker, Stafford Carrington an Entrepreneur and the Chairman of Impact Sports to talk to them about believing in their abilities and achieving their goals. He also presented the prizes to the winning teams. Junior category winners Bourne Valley, Runners-up Turlin Moor. Inters category winners Waterloo, Runners-up Parkstone Players. Fair play awards went to Boscombe A and Parkstone Players B.

Billy Bulloch from the Poole Town and Oakdale Safer Neighbourhood Team, said:

 “It’s so great to see so many teams from across the conurbation take part in the event, they are fully engaging in all the workshops and hope they will all take something away from the day. “this is exactly the outcome we hoped FOCUS would produce, educating the young people, teaching them life skills and channel their energies, while helping to foster their sense of community spirit.”

-Ends-  Editor’s Notes

FOCUS is a multi agency project, driven by Dorset Police, Borough of Poole and Nacro.  It uses sport as a tool to engage with young people and break down barriers in local communities between the police and young people. To date over 250 young people between the age of 12 – 17 have been involved, with football being the main tool of engagement.  Weekly training sessions take place led by the police and supported by youth centres and volunteers from Nacro, within many different communities across the Borough benefiting from this work.  

TEAM (Together Everyone Achieves More) are a multi-cultural peer support and youth action group who meet to tackle the issues facing young people from black and ethnic minority groups living in Bournemouth.  They are a group of young people aged from 11 - 16 and TEAM+ for young people aged 16-25.  They meet every week looking at supporting each other and also campaigning around issues to do with bullying and racism.  They organise conferences and events for other young people as well as taking part in activities together such as football tournaments, music workshops, art exhibitions and weekend residential.

The brand name of the campaign - Let's Kick Racism Out of Football - was established in 1993 and Kick It Out established as a body in 1997. Kick It Out works throughout the football, educational and community sectors to challenge discrimination, encourage inclusive practices and work for positive change.
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