Bournemouth Area Settlement Patterns and Issues
Bournemouth’s Gypsy Heritage

Bournemouth, Dorset and the New Forest have a long history of Gypsy life and settlement. Basil Burton, President of the National Romany Rights Association and Dorset resident, estimates that up to 20% of Bournemouth’s residents are of Gypsy heritage.  Basil says he knows of hundreds of Gypsy families in West Howe.  He says there are also dozens of Gypsy families who were re-housed in Northbourne, where there are also two private caravan parks.  He said there are some Gypsy families in Southbourne, and lots in Upper and Lower Parkstone.  There are also lots around the Bournemouth side of Mannings Heath, and lots in Longham.  He adds that there are lots of Gypsy families all over Bournemouth who have integrated and try and keep their heritage a low profile because of the negative reception they feel they might receive.

West Howe Library recently held a Gypsy exhibition which resulted in a 20% increase in library use with local families bringing in photos and information. The libraries now also allow people to join on the same day without proof of address, allowing mobile families to access services.
Bournemouth Ethnic Minority and Traveller Achievement Service (EMTAS) supports some Traveller children in Primary Schools and Oakmead College and provides regular support to Showpeople’s children every year. The service also supports New Travellers in Southbourne and Boscombe. Although schools monitor Travellers by ethnicity, many fewer are recorded than other sources suggest. EMTAS identified West Howe and Kinson  as key settlement areas.
Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (GTAA)
Local Authorities are now required to plan for the accommodation needs of Gypsies and Travellers in line with the process for housing planning. The need for 28 residential plots and 12 transit plots in Bournemouth was submitted to the Secretary of State last year.

The Dorset Gypsy Traveller Accommodation Assessment (2007) interviewed  New Travellers, Gypsies, Irish Travellers, Welsh & Scottish Travellers and Showmen and identifies several key issues for all Travellers in Dorset in addition to accommodation need:
· Discrimination – 56% experienced discrimination in services or media. e.g. turned away by shops, pubs, gyms, sports facilities, waste disposal sites and midwives and doctors surgeries.
· Literacy – 62% had some literacy difficulties and identified an unmet need for training.
· Health – 43% respondents (or close family members) were in poor health including asthma, depression, and cardio-vascular problems.

· Accommodation type – the need for more sites was the most raised topic. 23% had overcrowding, 1/3 housed expressed dissatisfaction with their accommodation, with some feeling forced into housing against their wishes. 

GTAAs are subject to 5 year reviews, during which time it will be beneficial to collect evidence of need e.g. desire for transfer from housing to sites, overcrowding, unauthorised encampments and preference of accommodation type when taking homelessness assessments.
Experiences of Housed Gypsies and Travellers in Dorset
The Dorset GTAA found that housed Gypsies and Travellers experienced the following problems: levels of racism from neighbours; feelings of isolation and loss of identity; feeling ‘closed in’ and drug abuse on estates. 
None of the respondents who were living or had lived in housing found the transition easy. One said ‘my life completely changed’ and several said they were ‘pushed into it’. 
A third reported problems with the neighbours. One respondent said: ‘I was sick of living on unsafe sites with abuse from the locals. It’s better for the kids having the security’. Of respondents on sites 51% said they did not want to live in a house, and 11% said it would be reluctantly.

Ethnic Monitoring
The Dorset GTAA estimated 1,500 Romany Gypsy families in Bournemouth. At a conservative estimate, this translates to 3% of the Bournemouth population (assuming average family size 2.9). Anecdotally, local activists and   Council Officers have said 6% might be closer.

At present in Bournemouth, we found only school ethnic monitoring forms cover Gypsies and Travellers and there is significant under-identification as pupils and parents often prefer to conceal their ethnicity for fear of racist bullying. 

The Public Duty
The absence of ethnic monitoring and other strategies to engage and consult with Gypsies and Travellers across service provision presents a significant challenge to Bournemouth Borough Council meeting its duties under the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000. 
Local Case Studies:


A). A New Traveller now lives in housing in Bournemouth after travelling for 18 years. All her children were born on the road. They are now doing well in education and she feels they have more life experience and self-reliance for their age from their life on the road. She herself has also now accessed vocational qualifications. 





Although she likes Bournemouth, she finds it difficult living in a house, having to stay in one place and not meeting different people or new opportunities for healthy outdoor work like fruit picking and festivals. She would like to travel again but feels tied by the children’s education. Her partner was unable to settle in a house and now lives separately in a van but they are on good terms.








B). A child from a Romany Gypsy family from Bournemouth was experiencing racist bullying at secondary school. The family contacted Friends, Families and Travellers (a Traveller support charity). The family did not feel confident to contact the school or Council directly. FFT mediated contact with the local Ethnic Minority and Traveller Achievement Service and a local Gypsy voluntary organisation. The EMTAS officer and a local volunteer visited head teacher and the EMTAS officer spent time in school to re-build the child’s confidence.




















