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In Spring / Summer 2007, the Regional Language Network South West (RLN SW) ran a pilot project for the Learning & Skills Council (LSC) in Dorset. This aimed to show how cultural awareness and language skills could support workforce development in preparation for the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games events in the county. In the six months of the project the following outputs were achieved:





62 stakeholder groups engaged


58 hours of training delivered


9 short courses ran


162 training places taken up


52 volunteers engaged





The courses lasted between 3 and 12 hours, and covered:





Marine French


Marine Spanish


Volunteers in modern language classes


2 Chinese cultural and language briefings,


Language and cultural briefing for frontline staff


German on tour


Islamic diet and culture


Language volunteer training





The project was able to draw upon the partnerships and links with business and education that the RLN SW had already established in the area during the previous three years.  Profile of current volunteers
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 Become a community interpreter 





The latest course on offer began on the 19th January 2008 in Taunton and runs for 6 weeks, leading to an OCN qualification. Run by the Workers Education Association: contact Frank Gent at the WEA for further details Tel: 01392 490 970





Form a Special Interest Group





We are forming special interest groups around the 40 languages that we anticipate will be spoken by competitors and visitors in the coming years leading up to the 2012 Olympics. Several have already been formed so that the area and people can benefit economically and socially post 2012.  





Languages for lunch?





In a joint initiative with the Federation of Small Business, volunteers are invited to get involved at lunchtimes and to link up with local businesses, schools and community groups. Creating small language classes, translating website and menus. 


Press release to follow.





From 4 March 2008 Tuesday at Fish’n Fritz Restaurant, Weymouth 1200-1400h and from 6 March every Thursday at Whitestones Café, Portland, 1200-1400h.











Training and job opportunities:





Language Services Ltd is a wholly owned subsidiary of the Chartered Institute of Linguists.  The company advertises training course regularly in “The Linguists” and a full list of courses is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.iol.org.uk/lsl " ��www.iol.org.uk/lsl �. For example:





Introduction to Business Interpreting-This course will give interpreters the opportunity to understand and develop the skills required for interpreting in a business context.�


RLN NW invites DPSI qualified interpreters to join this new course leading to a new qualification to specialise in Interpreting for the Prison Service.





New Projects..





Supporting Vocational Learning





An LSC funded project working with Dorset Adult Learning and Paragon Training Group to pilot new supported opportunities for volunteers to use their language and cultural skills linking up with tutors. Opportunities in several sectors, including care, catering, health and beauty. We are keen to include as many organisations and new people into this project as possible, so get involved by contacting us below.





     Why not train to be a tour guide?





Take a short course to learn about managing a group of tourists confidently and comfortably.  The course will run in the Spring at Weymouth College.  No course fee.  You can use your language and cultural expertise to show foreign visits around Dorset.  We have had requests from companies organising tours for visitors from Germany for guides who can speak fluent German.  





We think there may be a call for guides with other languages in the future, so please contact us if you are interested, even if your language is not German. 





Contact James for more informaiton and an informal chat if you are at all interested.  











Volunteers Without Frontiers





Issue 1 – Spring 2008





Welcome to Volunteers without Frontiers, the newsletter to update volunteers with language and cultural skills on the many openings and opportunities now available in Dorset.  Whether you’re in business, education or the wider community, the need for foreign language speakers and cultural specialists is on the increase.  If you would like to sign up as a volunteer visit the website, or come along to our next event to find out more..   � HYPERLINK "http://www.rln-southwest-project.com" ��www.rln-southwest-project.com� 








Forthcoming Events..





International language and culture showcase 





Weymouth Arts Centre





With Weymouth College on Tuesday 


15th April 5.30 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. 2008 





A chance for volunteers to get together, and explain what it is that makes their culture stand out, and to come up with ideas for new ways to use language skills in the area. 





Volunteers can sign up for several projects and hear about new initiatives. The evening will include world music, film and a buffet. No Fee.





Bring a token of your culture and enjoy some world food.





 Flyer to follow.
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Tel. 01305 264927 or 07747 148 594


e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jamespiriou@yahoo.com" ��jamespiriou@yahoo.com� or philada@icen.co.uk

















