Celebrating Muslim Communities Event
On Sunday 25th April 2010, Dorset Race Equality Council (Dorset REC) hosted a spectacular afternoon celebrating Muslim communities at Kinson community centre.  Guests were wowed with authentic cultural foods, vibrant sari demonstrations and traditional Muslim nasheeds.  Deputy Mayor Councillor Stephen Chappell graciously opened the event, where he thanked the community for their contribution to Dorset.  A quote from the Deputy Mayor’s speech:  

‘We have a rich variety of Muslim communities from all over the world who have made Dorset their home.  They are making a big contribution to the business, cultural and social life of Dorset.  It’s great to see that Muslim communities get the opportunity to get together and showcase their different culture and religion’
The Deputy Mayor joined in with the festivities by having a Henna design on his forearm and enjoying home cooked food. 
Alongside the community, public institutions such as the Fire and Rescue Service, NHS and Dorset Police also attended, providing essential information about what they can offer.  Blue Watch from Redhill Fire Station brought along a fire engine which was thoroughly enjoyed by the children and adults alike.

The public institutions were not only there to promote their services; Teri Roberts, Dorset Police Diversity Development Manager, was particularly keen to encourage people to come forward to report a crime:

‘People should not be frightened to come to us to report crime – no matter how small.  We realise that in some countries and cultures going to the local Police force may be the last thing you would do – but here we need to understand the issues affecting you so that we can work together to solve them’
Teri’s comments were backed up by Adnan Chaudry, Chief Officer of Dorset REC:

‘There are issues in the underreporting of hate crime.  Not just in Bournemouth and Poole or the county but nationally.  Often people may experience something that might be seen as a low level abuse and they may think, is it worth reporting it?  But it’s important that they do, so we can start mapping where these incidents take place and improve our understanding of the problems…’
This event proved that the Muslim community is very diverse and their contributions to life in Britain are a positive one.  A fun day was had by all!
